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power as a political or social engine in any other way. For
instance, the United States government now imposes a tax
on the circulation of state bank-notes in order to bring about
certain desirable results in the currency situation. Under
the single tax this would be impossible. Again, the United
States government levies a high tax on opium, not for the
purpose of revenue, but in order to discourage the consump-
tion of opium; and it also assesses a tax on oleomargarine, pri-
marily in order to ensure the purity of butter. Under the
single tax, all such efforts would be impossible. Finally, to
mention only one other example, one of the chief methods of
dealing with the drink question is through the imposition of
high liquor licenses, the fiscal importance of which is only
secondary. Under the single tax we should be prevented
from attacking the problem in that way. Governments have
always made use of the taxing power to regulate and to
destroy, as well as to yield a revenue. Were the single tax
to be adopted, this salutary power would be entirely taken
away.

Thirdly, the political results of the single tax would be
dangerous in another way. So far as there is any truth
in the assertion that in a democracy it involves some risk for
a small class to pay the taxes and for a large class to vote
them, it is especially applicable to the single tax. Since
the "unearned increment" would flow of itself, silently and
noiselessly into the treasury, there would be no need of a
budget; and the sense of responsibility in the citizens would
be perceptibly diminished. It is well known that liberty
has been intimately bound up with the contest against
unjust taxation; the constitutional history of England is
to a large extent a history of the struggle of the people to
gain control of the treasury; the American Revolution was
precipitated by a question of taxation; the French Revolu-
tion was brought about primarily by the fiscal abuses of the
ancien regime. To take away, then, from the vast majority of
citizens the sense of their obligation to the government, and
to divorce their economic interests from those of the state,